MARBURG 24. - 26. April 2020

The term "dialogue" has become
extremely popular - it almost seems
tci be a universal remedy for reducing
social dissatisfaction and for dealing
with conflicts. But has it ever been
clarified what is to be talked about at
all? Who should talk with whom?
How? And what for?

Let's talk!

Power. Dialogue. Purpose.

In April 2020, we would like to take a critical look at this topic, incorporating different
perspectives and experiences. We want to explore how a successful dialogue could look like,
which attitudes are deemed necessary for it, and where its potentials and limits lie. And we
want to examine the reasons why dialogue is considered necessary and important in today‘s
society.
We are looking for your questions, answers and experiences. No matter if you are an activist or
come from an academic background, whether you prefer practical or theoretical approaches,
have years of experience or a spontanous idea, your proposals are all welcome.

We are looking for your contributions !

More information about us:
konferenzvonunten.de

We would like to approach the topic of "dialogue" from two different angles during the
Conference From Below. On the one hand, we want to talk about dialogue and explore our
many questions on the topic. On the other hand, we want to get into a conversation
ourselves, get to know different dialogue formats or methods, and practice mutual
understanding in a hands-on way. For example, we are looking forward to hearing more
about existing dialogue projects, to practicing dialogue techniques such as non-violent
communication, to learning strategies against hate speech, and so on ... We are looking
for ideas from everyone who is interested, no matter whether you are studying, going to
school, working, doing none of that or anything eise. Our major objectives are to gather
different people, to reflect collectively, to create a space for trying out something new and
to exchange ideas on a professional and personal level. Thus, we are looking forward to
different approaches - how the conference will turn out eventually depends on your
contribution·s.
Methods:
Organizational matters:

The event is scheduled for
the weekend of 24-26 April
2020 in Marburg. We will cover
the travel costs at least partly,
and we will also be able to pay a
small expense allowance.
Furthermore, there will be the
possibility of staying in private
accommodation.

The Conference From Below 2020 is intended to allow
for spontaneous participation in activities such as
"discussion cafes" in the pedestrian zone, as well
_as for more in-depth workshops. We want to create
spaces that are open and accessible to everyone
- and in which everyone can have a say.
We are especially looking for ways to combine theory
and practice. Creative approaches using pictures, films,
music or theatre to approach the above-mentioned
topics and questions are also
very welcome. We are open to any kind of format
except the classical lecture format.
There are no limits to your imagination !

lf you would like to make a contribution to the event or if you have any further questions,
please contact us. Our program will be divided into slots of about one and a half hours, but
contributions lasting for two slots are also possible.
Please send us a short concept with a title and your methodical ideas. lt is also important for
us to know how m uch tim e and which additional tools you will need (room
requirements, materials, etc.). Your concept should give us an overview and should not
exceed three pages.
th

Closing date for submissions is November 30 , 2019!

You will receive feedback from us by mid-January at the latest.
Please send questions, suggestions and concept ideas to the
following e-mail address: konferenz-von-unten@riseup.net
What is the Conference From Below and who are we?

In 2020, the Conference From Below will take place in Marburg for the third time. lt was
first initiated by students of Peace and Conflict Studies and arose from the idea of creating
space for an exchange that differs from traditional conferences, for sharing knowledge
and mutual learning: lnteractive workshops, primarily conducted by experts of the
everyday, offer the opportunity for a comprehensive exchange at eye level – across various
professional, scientific and practical contexts. In 2015, the Conference From Below was
held for the first time under the title "Conflict. Power. Creativity", followed by the
second conference in 2017 under the title "who are I? who am we? perceptions. practices.
constructions."

